N\ HABERSHAM COUNTY

Board of Tax Assessors
130 Jacobs Way, Suite 201, Clarkesville, GA 30523

HABERSHAM COUNTY 706-839-0100 Fax: 706-754-8079
GEORGIA | Est. 1818

Tuesday, March 25, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

AGENDA

I: Call to order by Chairman; invocation by Denise York
11. Public Comments:

III.  Approve Agenda
IV.  Old Business

1. Minutes: March 11,2025

2. Miscellaneous:

V. New Business:

a. Affi2024-12
b. Homestead Exemption:
i. 2025 Approval Listing ---
ii. 2025 Denial Listing — NONE
iii. 2025 Veteran Homestead Listing ---
iv. Miscellaneous — Luthi, Byron M 064-051
¢. Conservation Use Valuation Assessment:
i. 2024 Releases — NONE
ii. 2025 Recommended Approvals — NONE
iii. 2025 Under 10 acres — NONE
iv. 2025 Family Farms/LLC — NONE
v. 2025 Eligibility Concerns — NONE
vi. Miscellaneous —
d. Redaction Request: 132-097N =+ |2~ O"{)\(\[
e. Status Update from Chief Appraiser
f. Legal Counsel

g. Miscellaneous:



Habersham County Board of Assessors

Agenda—Page 2
Next meeting: April 8, 2025
Upcoming Holidays .... NONE



HABERSHAM COUNTY

/}\ Board of Tax Assessors

Cane ST 130 Jacob’s Way Suite 201, Clarkesville, GA
HABERSHAM COUNTY 30523

GEORGIA | Est. 1818

Tuesday, March 25, 2025 9:00 A.M.

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Habersham County Board of Assessors
was held on Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room on
the 3rd floor located at 130 Jacob’s Way, Clarkesville, in Habersham County,
Georgia.

Present: Bill Terry, Chairman; Jimmy Dean, Vice-Chairman; John King, Member;
Sonya Turgeon, Member ; Denise York, Member; Joan Church, Chief Appraiser;
Amy Garmon, Secretary.

Absent: NONE
Bill Terry, Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
Denise York delivered the invocation.

Approval of Agenda:

Motion made by John King to approve the March 25, 2025 agenda; seconded
by Denise York; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Old Business:
Board Minutes: March 11, 2025

Motion made by John King to forego the reading and approve the minutes of
March 11, 2025; seconded by Sonya Turgeon; voted unanimously to approve
motion.



Miscellaneous: McCormick

Kelly McCormick appeared before the Board to give an update. Mr. McCormick
indicated that most of the parcels have been reviewed and data entry is behind
schedule. There will possibly be a 18-21 % increase in the digest according to
the information Mr. McCormick has reviewed thus far. He also indicated that
land may have a sizeable increase.

New Business:
Affidavit 2024-12

Motion by John King to approve the 2024 12 Affidavit; seconded by Jimmy Dean;
voted unanimously to approve motion.

Homestead Exemption:

The attached listing of applicants for various homestead exemptions was
submitted for review and approval by the Board for Tax Year 2025. Motion
made by Sonya Turgeon to approve the listing of homestead exemption
applications for Tax Year 2025; seconded by Denise York; voted unanimously
to approve motion.

Veteran Homestead Exemption

The attached listing of applications for Veteran Homestead exemptions was
submitted for review and approval by the Board for Tax Year 2025. Motion
made by Sonya Turgeon to approve the listing of Veteran homestead exemption
applications for Tax Year 2025; seconded by John King; voted unanimously to
approve motion.

The Board also approved refund requests for Seth Brown & Kenneth Clarke for
the Veteran homestead exemptions. Mr. Brown is entitled to a refund for Tax
Years 2022, 2023, 2024 in the amount of $5,357.05. Mr. Clarke is entitled to a
refund for Tax Year 2024 in the amount of $2,255.16. Motion made by Sonya
Turgeon to approve the refund requests for Mr. Seth Brown & Mr, Kenneth
Clarke; seconded by Denise York; voted unanimousty to approve motion.




Homestead Miscellaneous

Ms. Church informed the Board of a Age 65 Total School Tax homestead
exemption filed by Mr. Byron Mitchell Luthi for Tax Year 2025. Mr. Luthi is
receiving a Disability Income from his place of employment which is listed
under the Wages & Salaries Line on his 2024 Income Tax Return. Ms. Church
informed the Board that previous Boards had excluded income that was
received from insurance due to disability. Motion made by Sonya Turgeon to
deny the homestead for Mr. Bryon Mitchell Luthi for Tax Year 2025; seconded
by Jimmy Dean; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Redaction Request: 132-097N

Ms. Garmon provided the Board with a redaction request for parcel 132-097N.
The Taxpayer is a Law enforcement officer and is entitled to be redacted.
Motion made by Denise York to approve the redaction request for 132-097N;
seconded by Sonya Turgeon; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Redaction Request: 134-045W

Ms. Garmon provided the Board with a redaction request for parcel 134-045W.
The Taxpayer is a Law enforcement officer and is entitled to be redacted.
Motion made by Denise York to approve the redaction request for 134-045W;
seconded by Sonya Turgeon; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Status Update from Chief Appraiser

Ms. Church provided the Board with the status report on everything that has
been happening since the last meeting. The following is a list of items that was
discussed:
¢ Ms. Church had various appointments since the last meeting.
¢ On March 13th, went to court with Ms. Saville and the judge ruled in our
favor. Ms. Saville ended up having to pay $500 in attorney fees. Ms.
Saville indicated that she would be appealing the judgment to higher
courts.
e Ms. Church has been busy reviewing various WinGap data.




Legal Counsel

Ms. Garmon provided the Board with an email from Donnie Hunt regarding legal
services. The board discussed the rate and indicated they could not make a
decision until it was approved by the Board of Commissioners.

Miscellaneous:

John King brought up about abandoned vehicles. He asked if the Revenue
come back to the County. The Board discussed the county getting very little of
the money off vehicles in the county.

Adjournment

Motion made by Denise York to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Jimmy Dean;
voted unanimously to approve motion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:01
a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Terry, Chairman
Attest:

@% )

Amy Garmon
Secretary to the Board of
Assessors/Deputy Chief Appraiser
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_I_\my Garmon

B S = == =
From: Bill Terry <bterry@helenfbc.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Bill Terry; Denise York; Jimmy Dean; John King; Sonya Turgeon
Cc: Amy Garmon
Subject: FW: Legal Counsel for BOA
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[CAUTION: This message originated from outside of the Habersham County email system. -- Please exercise
caution before clicking links, opening attachments, replying, or providing information to the sender.]

3/13/25

HBOA Members:
Please see below email from Attorney Donnie Hunt for a proposal for legal counsel per our Board request. Will
discuss at next Meeting.

Amy - please add to next meeting agenda.

Thanks
BT

From: Donnie Hunt <hunt@huntandtaylor.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 1:32 PM

To: Bill Terry <bterry@helenfbc.org>

Subject: Legal Counsel for BOA N

Mr. Terry:

Apparently, the email to you with the terms below bounced back and was not delivered. So, I've copied the
terms below again.

X

Hunt & Taylor will represent the Board of Assessors in its matters at an hourly rate of $195.00. | anticipate
that the number of hours expended monthly for budgeting purposes will be five hours or less. We will be on call for
meetings which generally involve an executive session as our presence is seldom needed for routine Board
matters, although we will be ready to assist as called upon.

Donnie Hunt
— Donald T. Hunt, Partner
! Hunt & Taylor Law Group LLC
Fe’s 1001 Riverside Drive, Suite A
Gainesville, Georgia 30501

HUNT & TAYLOR T:(770) 831-7770 F:(770) 532-6128
e Gring huntandtaylor.com



